A versatile, easy to use and
multi-purpose data filing system:

Whether you're managing a business, running a
club, maintaining a big mailing list, keeping records
of people, stock or anything else, Dick Smith's
DATFILE data filing system can be a tremendous
help. A flexible, multi-purpose data filing system, it
lets you store away on your computer’s disk(s) a
huge amount of information — in virtually any
format you want. Then with a few simple keystrokes
you can:

® Call any particular data entry up on your

computer screen whenever you need to refer to it.

® Change the information in any entry, as desired
or as necessary to update it.

e Add new entries, or delete any that are no longer
wanted.

e Search for an entry, or a group of entries, which
has some desired feature - like a particular

postcode, or a stock count below a certain figure,
or the surname “Jones”, or a subscription which
falls due in a particular month.

e Print out on paper a single entry, a selected group
of entries or the whole data file.

In short DATFILE lets you do just about everything
needed to keep your data file fully up to date, and to
use it to full advantage. ‘

Cat No. X-3760

$99.00




Dick Smith's DATFEILE: flexible, multi-purpose, easy to use!

Filing and maintaining data is a job that is generally an
essential patt of running even the smallest business. It is
often a necessary part of running other organisations like
clubs, societies, unions and charities. And it can even be a
necessary part of hobby activities like collecting antiques,
stamps, movie films or gramophone records.

Whether the data involved is stock and pricing information,
client or patient details, subscription or membership records,
or just classification data, it still has to be filed away logically
and kept up to date so that when any particular item is
required, it can be found quickly and efficiently. The
traditional way of doing this is using filing cards or folders,
stored in boxes or filing cabinets.

DATFILE is a computer program designed to provide a faster,
easier to use and more flexible method of filing than this
traditional approach. It runs on the Dick Smith System-80
computer, the System-80 Business Computer and also on the
Tandy Model 1 (Level II) computer. Minimum system
requirements are a total of at least 32K of RAM memoty, and
at least one 40-track minifloppy disk drive. If you have more

than one disk drive, it will be able to file away a much larger

amount of information. If you have a printer, DATFILE will
also be able to provide you with “hatrd copy” printout of your
filed information.

With DATFILE, you key in the information to be filed away -

and it is stored away on floppy disk. Then at a later time you
can bring it back to the screen within a few seconds, simply
by keying in a couple of brief commands. This makes it great
for situations where you need to be able to dig out
information while someone waits on the ‘phone, or at an
enquiry counter!

Once the information is back on the screen, you can do a lot
more than just look at it. You can change it, modify or even
add to it to bring it up to date. You can print it out on paper. Or
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if it has become completely redundant, you can delete it
altogether. All with a few brief commands to the keyboard!
But that isn't all. DATFILE also lets you design your own
video screen format, with as many or as few data “fields"” as
you need, and with whatever labels you wish. And it lets you
do the same with your printing format, so that it becomes
your own fully customised filing system!

In addition, DATFILE lets you seatch for any data entry, ot a
group of entries, just by specifying some particular aspect of
their filed data. So you can ask it to find you all the entries
with the surname ‘‘Jones”, for example, or all those with a
membership which began, or was last renewed, before a
certain date. Or you can get it to print out the data for all
female members of your club, or for all matried members, or
for all those over 55. In fact DATFILE lets you use any of the
data fields in your entries for searching, and any one of six
different searching criteria (equal to, not equal to, greater
than, less than, greater than or equal to, and less than or equal.
to) in deing the actual searching. This gives you great
flexibility.

Finally, DATFILE will also re-sort your filed data entries into
some new sequence otder, at any time you wish. In doing
this it lets you select any one of the data fields in your entries,
to be used as the “key” (basis for sorting). You can choose
say postcode, age, membership number, account number,
catalogue number - whatever you wish. Then DATFILE gives
you the option of using this “key” field to sort the entries into
either ascending or descending order.

In short, DATFILE provides you with all of the facilities you
need to turn your computer into an efficient, flexible and -
above all - easy to use filing system!

DATFILE comes on a high quality 5%in minifloppy disk,
complete with a comprehensive instruction manual, for the
remarkably low price of $99.00.
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In normal operation, DATFILE gives you this simple “ment”
screen to let you select one of its main functions - adding a data
record, viewing or updating an existing record, sorting the records
into a new order or printing them out.

Here is the screen DATFILE gives you when you first start it up. It
allows you full freedom to set up, position and label your data
“fields”, for later entry and viewing of data during normal day-to-
day operation. Even the screen title can be changed.
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Here are some samples of the
printed listings produced by
DATFILE. Note the way the
printed format can be changed
for different applications.
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After setting up your video screen format, you can also set up the
formatting for your printout using this screen. Printing is in
tabular form, and if you wish you can have different column
headings from those you're using on the video screen.




HERE ARE DATFILE'S BASIC SPECIFICATIONS

GENERAL: A flexible, multi-purpose data filing system for the
System-80 Computer, System-80 Mk2 Business Computer and
Tandy TRS-80 Mk1 (Level 2) Computer. Allows the filing of data on
a minifloppy disk or disks, and the retrieval of any desired data
record or records for viewing, changing, or printing out. Records
may be added or deleted at any time; the complete file may also be
re-sorted into another desired sequence.

VIDEO INPUT/VIEWING SCREEN FORMAT: Effective screen size
for record entry and retrieval is 12 lines of 64 characters. Format is
fully user programmable for maximum flexibility; you have full
control over screen heading, field labels, maximum field lengths,
field positions etc.

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DATA FIELDS PER RECORD: 32

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DATA CHARACTERS PERRECORD: 255
(all fields)

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DATA RECORDS HANDLED:
With one disk, at least 232 records.
With two disks, at least 561 records.
With three disks, at least 890 records.
With four disks, at least 1122 records.

(Note: The above figures apply for files with records of maximum
length - ie. 255 data characters. If your file has fewer data
characters per record, the maximum number of records will
increase proportionally. For example with 127 data characters per

record, the above figures will double. Note also that we are talking
here about only the actual data characters in each record - i.e. the
total of the fields themselves. The field [abels are stored separately,
and are not counted.)

RECORD SELECTION FOR VIEWING/PRINTING ETC.: Records
may be selected by specifying any particular data field, a data
sample, and any one of six matching relationships or
criterfa: equal, not-equal, greater-than, less-than, greater-than-or-
equal-to, or less-than-or-equal-to.

RECORD SORTING: Records may be sorted at any time, using the
data in any designated field as the “key” or sorting parameter.
Sorting is performed according to numeric size/alphabetic order,
and may be in either ascending or descending order as desired.

RECORD PRINTING: You have full control over the number of
records printed out at any time: a single record, a specified group
of records or all records in the file.

RECORD PRINTING FORMAT: Tabular format, but user pro-
grammable in terms of main heading and fteld column headings.
Column heads may be different from corresponding field labels on
video screen, if desired. Printing format may be up to 132 columns
wide.

FLEXIBILITY: DATFILE can easily be reconfigured at any time if
you want to use it for filing a different set of data with different
screen and printing formats, etc.

WHAT THE JARGON MEANS

A “RECORD" is all of the information on file for a particular club
member, client, patient, customer or product line. If you were
using filing cards, for example, each record would be the
information on a single card.

A “FIELD" is a patticular item of information, within each record
on your file. For example each record will tend to have a field for
the NAME of the customer/client/patient/member etc., another
field for the ADDRESS, and so on. You allow a particular maximum
length for each of these fields, to provide for the longest expected
name, or address, or whatever.

A “FIELD LABEL" is the word or phrase which comes up on the
computer's video screen in front of each field space, to remind the
operator what goes into that field. The label might say “NAME.:" or
“ADDRESS:” or “MEMBERSHIP NUMBER:” and so on. With

DATFILE you have full freedom to use any field labels you wish.

The screen or printing “FORMAT" is the actual layout used for the
video input/retrieval screen, and the printouts. With DATFILE you
control both formats yourself: What wording you want in the
heading, how many fields you have, how long each one can be,
where each one is on the screen, what its label is, and so on.

“SORTING" a file means putting the records which make up the file
into a particular order. Generally one of the data fields is used as
the sorting “KEY”, so that the data in that field of each record is
used as the basis for sorting. You might use the SURNAME field as
the key, for example, so that your membership records would all
be sorted into alphabetical order; or you might use the POSTCODE
field as the key, so they would be sorted into postcode order.
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